September 2020

Take Delight…Don’t Worry!
In this time as our youth prepare to return to school and yet our daily life has not returned to the
“normal” we long for or thought it might be by now, many of us continue to struggle with this matter
that is beyond our control. We can’t be certain that any of the steps we are taking to manage the virus
are really doing anything to help prevent the spread. Decisions are being made based largely on
theory and assumption. It’s unpredictable and some who have isolated have even gotten it while
others exposed to it daily in the hospital are not getting it. There is no real rhyme or reason except
that each person’s immune system is different. And the limits that government has imposed on our
living while also refusing to discipline other civil disobedience angers us. The world makes no sense
to us now at all.
So what can we do?
So what can we do as we seek to live for the Lord each day? Psalm 37 contrasts the life of the godly with
the life of the wicked. Two of my favorite verses are found in this psalm.
4

“Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (NIV)

5

“Commit everything you do to the LORD. Trust him and he will help you.” (NLT)

How do we do this?
Well, to delight in someone means to experience great pleasure and joy in that person’s presence. When
we delight in our children, we enjoy their presence with us. We love holding them as a baby, playing with
them as they grow, and we enjoy visits and chats with them as we age. We take delight in family. Such
delight we are to take in the Lord and his presence with us. We are to share life with him and to know him
intimately. He is the friend, the companion we travel with on the journey called life. He is there in times of
trial and stress, times of grief and suffering and pain, and in times of great blessing, always providing for
our needs each moment.
To commit ourselves to the LORD, means to entrust everything—our lives, our families, our jobs, our
possessions—to his control and guidance. It means to trust him, believing that he can care for us better
than we can care for ourselves. Seems simple enough. But the hard part is yielding, waiting for the Lord to
work out what is best for us.
Anger is destructive. Fear or worry is also useless. Both emotions reveal our lack of faith and trust that
God really loves us and is working for our good. We feel the stress and anxiety when we dwell on our
problems. They distract our focus away from delighting in the Lord and his presence with us. But, he’s not
just present with us. He is also acting upon our behalf. And he is doing it with purpose in mind. He will
bring good to those who trust and commit their lives to him. So, live for him! Live with hope and
confidence in his love for you! Pray and share your concerns with him, the big and the small, and take
delight in him. Then you will reap the desires of your heart as those desires align with God’s will for you.
~Pastor Carolyn

Children
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you
really know me, you will know my Father as well.”

John 14:6-7

IN WORD God called Israel His “son” at times in the Old Testament (Exodus 4:22-23,

for example), an image that has connotations of familial love, permanence, and
inheritance. He even inspired prophets to portray His maternal love (Isaiah 49:15; 66:13:
Hosea 11:3-4). The New Testament picks up the theme of His parenthood but applies it
more directly to us as individuals. Jesus told us to pray to our Father in heaven. Paul
wrote about how we have been adopted as children and how the Spirit has put into our
hearts the instinct to call God “Father”. We are even given the full freedom to consider
God as our “abba,” our papa, our intimately connected parent with all the care and comfort that relationship provides. We aren’t just sheep or servants or even friends. We
are part of the family.
As members of the royal family, we have privileges. Unlike dignitaries seeking an
audience with a president or prime minister, we have access to the King at any time. We
have the knowledge that He is looking out for our best interests in every area of life.
We can live freely and securely in His love, without fear of being forgotten or forsaken.
And we have an inheritance that is bigger than we can imagine and lasts forever.
Yes, those are the family perks, or at least a few of them. But greater than the
privileges and inheritance is simply the fact that God chooses to relate to us on family
terms, without considering whether we deserve that relationship or not. Like a strong
father who gets on the floor to relate to his toddler, He comes down to our level to
discuss, encourage, make decisions, and envision plans together. He lets us be at home
with Him.

IN DEED

It’s good to remember the majesty of God and bow before Him in awe, but
never let that side of the relationship overshadow the intimate warmth of His love.
Kingdom citizens are simultaneously servants, friends, and family members. Live each
role to the fullest.

FOR THOSE UNABLE TO JOIN US IN WORSHIP DURING THIS TIME...
PLEASE join us online each Sunday on our Middleburg United Methodist Facebook page.
PLEASE stay connected and continue to be involved in fellowship and prayer for the ministry of
the church even though you are unable to attend. You are still called to serve in whatever way
possible. And we are doing our best to keep you informed through this newsletter and One Calls.
PLEASE continue to share your praises and prayer requests with the church office or Pastor
Carolyn. She remains available and on call for all your pastoral needs. She is accessible by phone,
text, or email, and is willing to visit if so desired.

You are invited to contribute articles, devotions, personal testimony, or other such information of interest in
our church newsletter. Extra fun and humor are encouraged if it is appropriate. All entries will be subject
to pastoral approval.
Please email articles to pastor or the church email at
mumcoffice@embarqmail.com no later than the 20th of every month.
Community Meal
The next community meal date is Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 6:00 PM.

How Can I Still Give To The Church
You can continue your giving of your tithes and offerings by mailing a check to the church or by utilizing bill pay options online from your checking account. If you need assistance with this, please contact the church office.

Pastor's Bible Study will begin again starting
Tuesday, September 9th at 7 PM in the library.
This will be an in-depth 3-4 week study of Scripture regarding homosexuality and
the faithful response of the church. We will explore the truth of the scriptures
together and address relevant questions as we seek to welcome EVERYONE into the
life of the church of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Church Hours and Contact Information
Please like us on Facebook and stay tuned to One call for instructions to join us online
for services and meetings. We will be working from home during some office hours and
limited office hours. The church building is closed until further notice.
Pastor: Carolyn Christman

Secretary: Judy Slemmons

Tuesday & Thursday 2:00 PM-4:00 PM.
Also available by appointment
Wednesday & Thursdays 9:00 AM-12:00 PM

Website www.middleburgumc.com
Facebook Page: Middleburg United Methodist Church
Facebook Group: Middleburg Ohio UMC
Church Office Email: mumcoffice@embarqmail.com
Pastor’s Email: cjchrist4u@gmail.com
Church Office Phone: (937) 666-2844

Parsonage Phone: (937) 666-0003

Sign-Ups LOCATED IN THE NARTHEX.
 Worship Leaders

New Path Pregnancy Center Update.
Website: www.newpathprc.om
If you encounter someone with needs for an infant see below.
The center is closed but they will make arrangements for supplies of diapers, formula, wipes if they are
a current/active client.
If someone is not a current client but has an emergency need for baby supplies please have them email
with their contact information.
Email kshanks@newpathprc.com
If you are unable to email call (937) 642-5683 and leave a message with contact information

September Birthdays

September Anniversaries

Cleon Lininger

9/1

Don & Mary Jaunzemis

9/1

Justin Hagar

9/5

Paul & Linda Smith

9/6

Ben Nicholas

9/6

Jim & Cindy Cox

9/10/1967

Kyle VanDyke

9/6

Dave & Patti Levingston

9/14/1985

Sara Kienitz

9/8

Dave & Polly VanDyke

9/14

Polly VanDyke

9/15

Scott & Andrea Swisher

9/23

Pam Kienitz

9/16

Tiffany Bahan

9/17

Josh Hagar

9/19

Paul Hardman

9/19

Josh Hardman

9/21

Dave VanDyke

9/21

Dana Henry

9/24

Marlen Roose

9/24

Carlie Glunt

9/26

Tina Burrey

9/29

AUGUST—Administrative Council Highlights:

(Please note the ways you can help.)

The Administrative Church Council met on August 13, 2020 and addressed the following business of the
church:
Secretary, Treasurer, and Financial reports were reviewed and accepted as presented. Gerry Lininger
reported that people need to affix a name label or put their name on the coin bottles if they
want their gifts toward postage for Operation Christmas Child to be credited on their giving
statements.
Finance—After some discussion regarding the payment of district and conferenced apportionments,
it was moved and seconded to pay District apportionments in full. The motion carried. Chair,
Mark Baird, also reported that the Fund Balance Report from the audit has been completed and
mailed.
Pastor’s Report—Pastor Carolyn present her monthly report and the use of her time. Council was
updated regarding the use of our church as a meeting site for Narcotics Anonymous. Groups will
begin using the Fellowship Hall on Fridays starting October 9th from 12-2 pm. Progress has been
made regarding the address information needed for the “mapping” (geographical plotting) of our
congregants, but that information still needs to be uploaded into the plotting system.
**Each church will be responsible for having our own Charge Conference this year with an Elder
from another church presiding. Council set Thursday, November 12th as the date of our Charge
Conference following our regular monthly meeting. Rev. David Yinger (West Liberty UMC)
will preside over the Charge Conference set to begin approximately 7:45-8:00 PM. The congregation is welcome to attend.
Outreach—Pastor Carolyn reported in the absence of Dave Hardman. Money was sent to support
missionaries and Union Station and local families facing hardship.
Youth Ministry/Education Team—Heather Hawley reported that plans are coming together regarding our One Day Vacation Bible School. She will gather the team soon with final details and has
arranged a Zoom call with the lead singer of Sanctus Real regarding the theme song
“Confidence.”
Backpack Ministry—No report. We will be initiating conversation again with the school regarding
the process and procedure for this ministry to continue this year.

Ladies Circle—This group has the Community Meal for this month and will begin meeting again after
that.
Staff/Pastor-Parish (SPRC)—Rob Drumm reported Carlie Glunt has resigned and will be stepping
down from the custodial position effective after August 22nd. SPRC will meet on the 20th to review
the job description and discuss advertising the open position after that.
Trustees—Cindy Drumm reported for Seth Allen. The Trustees have set two Sunday afternoons for
church workdays—September 20th and October 4th. People are asked to stay after worship to
help with painting, repairs, maintenance, cleaning and organization. A list of jobs will be
posted and pizza lunch will be furnished. The parsonage deck and ramp are set to be repaired/
replaced/stained on October 1st. And several jobs at the parsonage have been completed. John
Godwin will be meeting with the church security team for training and instruction regarding
intruder safety. Discussion took place among the Trustees regarding the possible sale of the church
trailer and tools that were purchased as we haven’t used the trailer in over two years and are paying
for registration and insurance. No decision has been made yet. The TV screens and computer in the
sanctuary have been hard-wired for better connection during services.
Fellowship Team—No report.
Old business: Old financial business was mentioned regarding the type of investment for the Willits
Fund. Mark will research it. There will be NO Hardin Co. Fair Gate to work. Not needed this year
for the amount of gates they will be opening.
New business: None.
Prayer concerns were shared and meeting adjourned with prayer.
FOR MORE INFORMATION feel free to speak with the Chairperson of Administrative Council or
the Pastor.

PLEASE NOTE — IMPORTANT DATES
The Trustees have set two Sunday afternoons for church workdays—
September 20th and October 4th.
People are asked to stay after worship to help with painting, repairs, maintenance, cleaning
and organization. A list of jobs will be posted and pizza lunch will be furnished.

The date of our Charge Conference is Thursday, November 12th following our regular
monthly meeting. Rev. David Yinger (West Liberty UMC) will preside over the Charge
Conference set to begin approximately 7:45-8:00 PM. The congregation is welcome to attend.

MISC. NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reminder from Finance Team…
We are still receiving designated gifts toward the parking lot resurfacing that was necessary last
year. If you are willing and able to designate a gift, beyond your regular giving, we would appreciate
you considering this project. Thank you!
A NOTE FROM TRUSTEES
For the protection of the congregation during worship services, we’ve added some new security
protocol and will be locking the interior doors of the church entrance about 15 minutes after
worship begins on Sundays. If you arrive after that to find the doors locked, please call the number
posted outside and someone will let you in. Thank you for your cooperation.

Operation Christmas Child Shipping Fund!
We sent so many boxes we need to replenish this fund for the year of 2020! Continue to fill the pill contains
with quarters. Each bottle will hold 36 quarters worth a value to $9.00. Once it is filled you can place in the
offering plate. This small bottle is enough to ship 1 shoebox and help the Gospel to be told around the
world!
Please affix a name label or put your name on the coin bottles if you want your gifts toward postage
for Operation Christmas Child to be credited on your giving statements.

Please donate the items below for each month.
Remember toys must be new and no military toys or liquids.

September - Washcloths & bars of soap, School supplies (crayons, markers, tablets,
scissors, pencils, pens & erasers)

October - Small Toys such as: jump ropes, matchbox cars, balls, dolls, etc. (no guns
or military toys)

CUSTODIAN NEEDED! Applications are being taken for a part-time custodian, 3—5 hours per week
@ $12/hour. Check our website at

www.middleburgumc.com

for application and job description.

Copies are also available in the Narthex at church.

VBS…...
MUMC Vacation Bible School was held August
20 and focused on the theme of CONFIDENCE,
as explained in the song Confidence by Sanctus
Real. 15 students attended our one-day VBS
and learned about having hope like Moses,
faith like Daniel and a heart like David. Bre
Allen portrayed Goliath as we cheered
Heather’s David on to take Goliath down. Dan
and Audrey Christman created games related to
this story and had assistance from Sadie
Shellenberger and Sammie Lee leading the kids
through the games. Alicia Eleyet and Patty
Curtis prepared the snack station using the
story of Moses leading the Israelites through
the wilderness and had help from Celeste Allen
sharing the story and leading the children
through snack time. Mary Henry prepared the
craft of making lions and shared the story of
Daniel with everyone with help from Abigail
Althouse and Richard’s granddaughter Keeley
Van Hoose. The day concluded with a Zoom
call with Dustin Lolli, the lead singer of Sanctus
Real where he sang the song Confidence for the
group and answered questions for the children.
Thank you to all who helped including those
already listed along with leaders: Karla Kensey,
Korie Slemmons and Sally Stierhoff, their
helpers Richard Johnson and Kathy Deardurff
and Dana Henry who handled registration.

Please review the calendar below for meeting times and times of worship. Contact the committee leader
if you have any questions if your committee is meeting on a certain date. We are working on having
some meetings via zoom, and streaming the services online. We will send out one call with instructions
and cancellations as they are decided.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6:30 pm
Worship
Planning

7 pm
Education
Team

9

10

11

12

7 pm Praise
Team

6:30 pm
Finance

18

19

25

26

8 am Ladies @
Der Dutchman
6 pm Trustees
7pm Ladies
Circle

6

7

8

7 pm Ad
Council

13

14

Worship 9:30
(in person &
online)
Sunday School
10:45 (all ages)

20

7 pm Pastor’s
Bible Study

Worship 9:30
(in person &
online)
Sunday School
10:45 (all ages)

16

17

7 pm Lay
Leadership

6 pm
community
Meal

7 pm. Praise
Team

21

Worship 9:30
(in person &
online)
Sunday School
10:45 (all ages)

27

15

22
7 pm Pastor’s
Bible Study

23

24

7 pm Lay Leadership
One of these days
7 pm. Praise
Team

28

7 pm Outreach
7 pm SPRC

29

30

7 pm Pastor’s
Bible Study

6:30 pm
Worship
Planning

