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He Lives! 
19“Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day 
you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”—John 14:19-20 (NIV) 

 
It seems appropriate to start here this month as we prepare to celebrate another Easter and embark on 
another year of new life within, as our hearts feel revived again and our spirits are renewed. Holy Week 
helps the church focus on those final days of Jesus Christ’s life on earth. From his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem to the last Passover supper and foot washing with the disciples, to his crucifixion on the cross., 
and to that glorious day when he arose from the dead—the day he victoriously conquered sin and death.  
Through him, death and suffering will be no more.  Through him, we have hope. Through him, we can live 
forever. We have a future! 
 
God SO loved us that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross as a final sacrifice, a love offering for 
our sin and disobedience as a people. We’re part of a passionate love story! When we accept this love 
offering, we live in a renewed relationship with God. Realizing how loved we are, we respond in obedience 
and offer our love in return. We want to live for the One who gives us life and restores us. We desire to 
follow our Lord and so we continue to grow in our love for God and one another as we experience him in all 
the creation around us. Through Jesus we find the power to face challenges and learn to live into the 
abundant life we’ve been promised. And we find that the kingdom of God we long for awaits us in the here 
and now. It is found in a relationship with Jesus.   
 
We are an Easter people. Our faith is founded on the empty tomb and the resurrected Lord who brings 
NEW life to us. We have been given the privilege of sharing God’s love with others in this world; others who 
are broken and in need so they, too, can enjoy the new life God has for them.  We ARE a resurrected people! 
We LIVE in the power of the resurrected Lord who lives within hearts that have been changed 
(transformed) and continue to be conformed to His likeness. Jesus is always at work changing us and 
molding us to reflect his image. In happy times, in sad times, in unsure times, and certain times; in quiet 
times and in the midst of the chaos—in all this, we experience constant, dynamic change, for God is 
remaking us. Let us search and listen for how God is seeking to bring about change in our individual lives 
and to remake our life as a church and as a community.   
 
We see new life springing forth all around us during this time of year. May it remind you that God is always 
at work birthing new life within you. Let us walk in the confidence of faith, remembering his promises, 
applying his godly principles wherever we go in our daily lives, and sharing the Good News of love we’ve 
been given with all those we encounter everywhere. Let us do this until ALL can say with confidence, “Jesus 
is alive and he loves me, this I KNOW!” 
 
“He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. He 
lives! He lives! Salvation to impart! You ask me how I know he lives. He lives within my heart.”    

 
Sharing the Good News of God’s Love & Grace, 

 ~Pastor Carolyn 

 

April  

2021 



 

Sacred Trust 

The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to mankind. 

Psalm 115:16 

In Word The psalmist has given us ample reason to praise God, not just with the 

words of our mouths, but with every inclination of our hearts.  In fact, we are not just to 

praise Him; we are to be zealous about His glory and completely unconcerned with our 

own.  We are to seek the glories of His kingdom and not the glory of ours.  We are to 

trust Him in everything and turn away from the false comforts of idols.  We are to be 

completely His. 

 But the psalmist makes a curious observation at the end of his poetic praise.  The 

highest heavens, he says, are God’s—but earth is man’s.  In other words, there is no 

doubt in heaven about the glory of God. There may or may not be doubt in our own minds 

about the glory of God, and it is mankind’s holy responsibility and sacred trust to declare 

His worth.  Dead men sing no praises in this world.  If God is to be glorified at all on this 

fallen planet, it is through our mouths and our actions.  Worship does not—it cannot—end 

in our hearts.  

 It’s an overwhelming thought:  Though the heavens and earth declare the glory of 

God, according to Scripture, the hardened hearts and minds of an unbelieving world 

require an interpretation.  And God has given this world interpreters: us—those who 

believe in Him.  It is our sacred obligation to reach this generation with the news of our 

good God.  We are given the job of reflecting His light.  We are the evidence of God for 

an unbelieving culture. 

In Deed  It’s a shame when evidence remains hidden.  It’s a tragedy when the people 

of God who have been entrusted with the authority of Jesus in the world do not realize 

that they are instruments of His kingdom.  But we are.  We are messengers, 

ambassadors, voices of praise and glory on a vainglorious planet.  He has given us this 

world for His own purposes.  What have we done with the gift? 

 

From a devotion submitted by Peg Hill 

  

 



 

     

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

      

   

 

 

PLEASE SEE SIGN-UPS LOCATED IN THE NARTHEX. 

 Worship Leaders 

 Community Meals 

  

  

  

New Path Pregnancy Center Update.   

Website: www.newpathprc.om 

If you encounter someone with needs for an infant see below.  

The center is closed but they will make arrangements for supplies of diapers, formula, wipes if           

they are a current/active client.   

If someone is not a current client but has an emergency need for baby supplies please have them     

email with their contact information. 

Email kshanks@newpathprc.com  

If you are unable to email call (937) 642-5683 and leave a message with contact information 

  

They are still  promoting their walk4Life campaign to raise funds for this ministry. Please visit the website for 
instructions on how to register and donate money.  

April Birthdays 

Nikki Hardman 4/4 

Mia Ortiz  4/4 

Kiel Henry  4/5 

Chris Spain  4/6 

Kylie Curtis   4/8/2008 

Lois Hardman  4/8 

Jill Hardman   4/10 

Sherl Crowder  4/13  

Patti Levingston 4/13 

Ruth Hardman  4/18 

Cindy Drumm  4/25 

Tracey Nicholas  4/26 

Bob Godwin  4/27 

Dean Hagar   4/27 

Kaylee Nicholas 4/28 

 

April  Anniversaries 

  
Paul & Lois Hardman  4/8/1989 

Rob & Cindy Drumm  4/14 

Dan & Carolyn  Christman 4/23/1988 

Seth & Kim Allen   4/24 

 

Brings May 

Flowers 



 

MARCH—Administrative Council Highlights:  (Please note the ways you can help.) 

The Administrative Church Council met on March 11, 2021 and addressed the following business 

of the church: 

 

➢ Secretary, Treasurer, and Financial reports were reviewed and approved as presented.  
 

➢ Finance—Mark Baird is working on the 2020 audit and the Fund Balance Report for the 

conference. Finance officers noted the need to communicate balances for special designated 
funds to appropriate persons responsible for financial oversight and distribution. 

 

➢ Pastor’s Report—Pastor Carolyn presented her monthly report regarding the use of her 

time for visits, worship/sermon preparation, and other administrative ministry tasks. She 
also presented a video informing Council of the latest denominational developments: 

 

o General Conference has been postponed again until August, 2022 

o There will be a special virtual business session called by the Council of Bishops 
regarding administrative and financial matters on May 8. [now cancelled] 

o Our congregation belongs to the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA)  
We joined last year and renewed our membership this year.  

o Several new denominations either have or are preparing to launch once the ‘Protocol 
for Separation’ (not the complete title of the document) is adopted. The protocol 

allows for churches to depart from the denomination with their property without 
penalty or costly court fees.  

▪ Global Methodist Church [GMC] (Traditionalist view of marriage) 

▪ Liberation Methodist Connexion  [LMX] (Progressive view of marriage) 

▪ Post-Separation UMC (Those who will remain in the UMC after split) 

 

Pastor Carolyn also said she would like to schedule the Prayer Walk through the village of 

Middleburg in conjunction with preparations for one of our summer events—VBS or the 

summer cookout event that Outreach is planning. Also, things are at a standstill regarding 

addiction group meeting in our facility because they are having trouble finding a leader for 

another group. Tom Reynolds also said that Frank Chismar is interested in leading a 

mission trip with persons from our congregation. [Thank you, Frank!] 

 

➢ Outreach—Dave Hardman shared they are brainstorming for a big community outreach 
event in conjunction with the summer cookout. We continue to support other ministries 

including one that helps serve people as related to court cases, addiction, and offering 
assistance to families. We have been a long-time supporter of Union Station as they rebuild 

their ministries again after the pandemic and under a new director. There is an UMCOR 
need to help with the flooding in southern Ohio and we’re preparing for Faith Promise 
Sunday on April 25th.  



➢ Youth Ministry/Education Team—Pastor Carolyn reported in Heather Hawley’s absence. 
Mary Henry volunteered to serve as the new Chair of the Education Team. We are planning 

for Youth/Scout Sunday on April 18th.  Plans were rough-drafted at the meeting and the 
schedule for WOW and children’s moment was shared and is complete through June. There 

was discussion regarding curriculum and the need for teacher(s) for our older youth Sunday 
school class. The Easter egg hunt was discussed. It will be at 9:00 AM Easter morning. The 

congregation is asked to bring in candy donations. Plans will not begin for a VBS until a 
new youth leader is hired. Special outings and financial reports were reviewed for youth 
groups.  

 

➢ Backpack Ministry—Patty Curtis reported that we are down to packing 15 backpacks each 
week. She is working with the school to get the backpacks labeled because we are again 
having problems with the students returning them. The purchasing, packing, and washing 

processes are all working well with help from the team members.  
 

➢ Ladies Circle—Cindy Drumm reported that he food drive will end with a continental 

breakfast on Sunday, March 21st. The Ladies will coordinate the Easter breakfast in April. A 
sign-up sheet is in the narthex for food donations. May activities will include the Cookie 
delivery and annual Mother’s Day banquet. They will sponsor the community meal in 

August and prepare for the Fall Meal. 

 

➢ The Staff/Pastor-Parish (SPRC)—Rob Drumm reported things worked out for our 
custodian to continue serving in this capacity. And there is one qualified applicant to 
interview regarding the Youth Leader position. We are keeping the position open and 

advertised through the end of March. [UPDATE: Since this meeting, the applicant has 
rescinded their application and interest.] 

 

➢ Media—Tom Reynolds reported that we are addressing the technical live stream problems 
with upgrades in programs. Devices are not communicating together all the time. Problems 

have been discussed. Professional will be here to fix this week. We hope to replace a box, 
upgrade software, and sync devices. The new soundboard and ambient microphones will be 

here in about two weeks and installed. This should improve the online sound experience.  
 

➢ Fellowship—No report.  
 

➢ Trustees—Seth Allen quickly updated Council on the committee work and maintenance 
needs of the church. We received a quote for replacing windows in the Fellowship Hall and 

classrooms in the hallway. We are following up with some questions before approving. We 

continue to explore the purchase of a user-friendly AED unit for the church. A video of 
inventory has been partially completed for insurance purposes. Copies of the video will be 

stored on flash drive in the church locked file cabinet as well as off-site. The parsonage 
inspection and property reports need to be completed. And stone will be laid and shed 

repaired as the weather continues to improve. New chairs have also been purchased for the 
library and some items have been cleared from our inventory. We are exploring other 

options for trash pickup.  

➢ Worship Report—Bells with the color-coded cards and CD accompaniment are being 
purchased with donated funds. We have discussed the purchase of professional brass 

handbells to expand our music ministry. Plans are to invite a bell choir from Marysville 



First UMC to share with us in worship on a special Sunday and see how many become 
interested in learning to play them. Pastor Carolyn is looking for an individual interested in 

directing/leading the group and teaching individuals to play. We are also planning Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter services. 

 

➢ Old business: None. 
 

➢ New business: None. 
 

➢ Prayer concerns were shared and meeting adjourned with prayer.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION feel free to speak with the Chairperson of Administrative 
Council or the Pastor.  

 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

 

Maundy Thursday—April 1st @ 7 PM (in-person & online) 

Good Friday—April 2nd @ 7 PM (in person & online) 

 

April 4th—Easter Breakfast @ 8:30 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt @ 9:00 AM 

Easter Worship Service @ 9:30 AM (in person & online) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Hours and Contact Information 

Please like us on Facebook and stay tuned to One call for instructions to join us online for services 

and meetings.   We will be working from home during some office hours. 

Pastor: Carolyn Christman  Tuesday & Thursday 2:00 PM-4:00 PM.  

Also available by appointment 

Secretary: Judy Slemmons  Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Website www.middleburgumc.com  

Facebook Page:  Middleburg United Methodist Church   

Facebook Group: Middleburg Ohio UMC 

Church Office  Email: mumcoffice@embarqmail.com    

Pastor’s Email: cjchrist4u@gmail.com 

Church Office  Phone: (937) 666-2844                            Parsonage Phone: (937) 666-0003  

  

  

                Pastor’s Cell phone (937) 248-

http://www.middleburgumc.com/
mailto:mumcoffice@embarqmail.com
mailto:cjchrist4u@gmail.com


From KimberLee Kinney…… 

 
Driving home from work recently, I was tuned in to a radio station of podcasts (XM PRX-remix – 
check it out).  This afternoon, the story being told was of the last two remaining Civil War widows. 
Now, I did not catch the year the story was produced, but it sounded fairly contemporary. Each of 
the widows, one Confederate and one Union, were young when they met and married much older 
men, and I do mean much older who had fought in this nation’s Civil War.  The ladies were around 
20, and the men were around 80 when they wed.  I won’t go into the psychosocial elements of 
those decisions, but in the interviews, the women made it clear that the relationship was 
consensual and of their choice vs. being pre-arranged or forced on them. 
 
The Confederate bride shared that her husband had been born a slave. He decided to escape 
slavery and join the troops to fight in the Civil War. He explained, “I wanted to be free.”  The words 
coming from the radio resonated in my head. This man had a choice; to remain in the state he had 
always been in in this world, or to take a leap of faith and run for freedom. “I wanted to be free.”   
 
Isn’t that the choice each of us is faced with in life? We can choose to remain in the state we are 
born into in this world or we can choose to be free. We can opt to be a slave to this world, striving 
for success, security, self-indulgent, money and living by the rules accepted by society, or we can 
choose to be Free! We can opt to take a leap of faith and follow Christ striving to be holy, trusting 
Him for our eternal security, believing that He can meet our every need in this world if we follow 
His loving guidelines. And best of all, if we choose to be Free in Christ, we are free to spend 
eternity in paradise with Him! 
 
Have you made the choice that Confederate soldier made? Are you ready to escape the slavery of 
this world, take a leap of faith and take the offer of Freedom that Christ offers?  It’s an adventure 
to be sure, but one that you, like that Civil War soldier, will never regret. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can I Still Give To The Church 

You can continue your giving of your tithes and offerings by mailing a check to the church or by 

utilizing bill pay options online from your checking account. If you need assistance with this, please 

contact the church office.  

FOR THOSE UNABLE TO JOIN US IN WORSHIP DURING THIS TIME... 

PLEASE join us online each Sunday on our Middleburg United Methodist Facebook page. 

PLEASE stay connected and continue to be involved in fellowship and prayer for the ministry of 

the church even though you are unable to attend. You are still called to serve in whatever way 

possible.  We are doing our best to keep you informed through this newsletter and One Calls. 

PLEASE continue to share your praises and prayer requests with the church office or Pastor     

Carolyn. She remains available and on call for all your pastoral needs. She is accessible by phone, 

text, or email, and is willing to visit if so desired. 



 

  

You are invited to contribute articles, devotions, personal testimony, or other such information of interest in 

our church newsletter. Extra fun and humor are encouraged if it is appropriate.  All entries will be subject 

to pastoral approval.  

Please email articles to pastor or the church email at                                                                     

mumcoffice@embarqmail.com  no later than the 20th  of every month. 

Community Meal 

The next community meal will feature ‘meatloaf’  

Thursday, April 15th at 6:00 PM. 

YOUTH LEADER – JOB OPENING 

Heather Hawley will be transitioning out of her role as Youth Leader. This is a 

part-time paid position for 8-12 hrs/week. If you are interested or know of 

anyone qualified for this position, please contact the church office by phone or 

through our website or Facebook page for more information and to receive a 

copy of the job description and application. An application and resume must be 

submitted to be considered for an interview. Thank you. 

Youth & Scouting Sunday – April 18 

Faith Promise Sunday – April 25th 

Pastor's Bible study 
on Tuesday evenings 7 – 8:30 pm 

& Wednesdays 2--3:30 pm     

 April 20-May25th                    

at the church. 

This will be a 6-week study called 
"You'll Get Through This" by Max 
Lucado. It will be a study based on the 
Old Testament story of Joseph.  

Suggested donation to cover the cost $10. 

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

Graduation Sunday will be held on May 23rd.   If you have a  high school or college graduate in 

your family to be recognized, please contact the church office at 937-666-2844 as soon as possible 

to be included in correspondence regarding plans.  You will also need to supply a picture and a 

small biography as to what their future plans are.  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Carolyn or Patti Levingston. 

Mountain Mission will be here sometime between  

May 3rd & May 5th  

 

 

mailto:mumcoffice@embarqmail.com


 

 

APRIL 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

7 pm 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Service 

2 
 

7 pm 

Good 

Friday 

Service 

3 

4 
 

EASTER 
 

Breakfast 
8:30 am 

Egg Hunt 
9:00 am 

Worship 
9:30 am 

 

5 
 

6 
 

8 am 
Ladies  

Breakfast 
 

6 pm  
Trustees 

 

7 pm 
Ladies 
Circle 

7 
 
 
 
 

7 pm 
Praise Team 

8 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Finance 

 
7 pm   

Ad Council 

9 10 
 
 

Fellowship 
Hall 

 in use  
8 am – 4 pm 

11 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Youth58 

12 13 14 
 

6 pm  
Kids Club 

 
7 pm 

Praise Team 

15 
 

6 pm 
Community 

Meal 
 

7 pm 
Outreach 

 
7 pm SPRC 

16 17 

18 
 

Youth & 

Scouting 

Sunday 

19 20 
 
 

7 pm 
Bible Study 
@ church 

21 
 

2 pm  
Bible Study @ 

church 
 

7 pm  
Praise Team 

22 23 24 

25 
 

Faith 

Promise 

Sunday 
 

6:30 pm 
Youth58 

 

26 27 
 
 
 

7 pm 
Bible Study 
@ church 

28 
 

2 pm  
Bible Study @ 

church 
 

6 pm Kids Club 
 

6:30 pm 
Worship 
Planning 

29 30  

 

 Please review the calendar below for meeting times and times of worship.  Contact the committee leader if 

you have any questions if your committee is meeting on a certain date.  We are working on having some 

meetings via zoom and streaming the services online.   We will send out one call with instructions and 

cancellations as they are decided.  


